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USA TODAY

The State Departmen?s
stinging criticism Monday~of
the National Coundtl’s
lr;)tle in bt!l:e Iran affair was the

est battle in Washingtqa's
longest-running turf war, —
Del;:ggﬂm; between the Shte

ent, supposed to cany
out foreign policy, and the 39
year-old NSC, charged with ad-
vising the president on nationa!
security, began with Henry Kis-
singer’s days as NSC chlef

But the open recriminations,
voiced Monday by Deputy Sec-
retary of State John Whitehead
— who complained that State
was not properly informed of
the Iran caper — exceeded
past criticism.

Besides Iran, Reagan’s NSC
reportedly has armed Nicara-
guan rebels and waged a disin-
formation campaign against
beyTz;jss Moammar Gadhafl,

* isahell of s way
either a raiiroad-orwe #E;
government,” said MIT pro;
sor Lincoln Bloomneld. who
was director of Global Issues
on President Carter’s NSC.
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“The NSC.&s.
for quietly helplng the presi-
dent to coordinate policies ...
but not to go into business for
itself and bypass the rest of the
government,” said Bloomfield,
who called the Iran deal “a
travesty” of NSC's purpose.

NSC was created in 1947 and
existed in the shadows of
strong secretaries of State —
like John Foster Dulles and
Dean Rusk — until Kissinger
became NSC chief in 1968.

Kissinger opened the door to
China and negotiated the Viet-
nam peace accords.

“You have no idea how rem-
iniscent this is of the Kissinger
period,” said former CIA depli-
ty director Ray Cline, a profes-
sor at Georgetown University.
“I suspect some of the peopje
involved are Kissinger pro\e-
ges or would-be

Cline said this affair is bouid
to’slamage the US. reputaﬂﬁn
with its allies abroad. .

Kissinger later became za
strong secretary of State. Rut
after he departed, the feuds ge-
sumed: Under Carter there
was Zbigniew Brzezinski
against Cyrus Vance; and un-
der Reagan, Richard Allen-Al-
exander Haig, William Clakk-
George Shuitz, Robert McFXr-
lane-Shuitz and now Jolin
Poindexter-Shultz. *

Thus, said Bloomfleid, “this
is not completely unprecedent-
ed. What is unprecedented is
using the NSC fo bypass the
rest of the government.” .

The NSC'is composed of the
president, the NSC directtr,
the secretaries of State and De-
fense and the CIA director. it

has a $4 million budget and-a
White House staff of about 100.
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